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Kotzebue’s Preface to his Narrative entitled “* My Flight 
to Paris,” written foon after the Death of his Wife. 


Dearest READER, 


DO not pretend to confider this little work as likely to be 

ufeful ; perhaps it may not be even entertaining. 1 write 
it to footh the anguifh of my foul—I write it in th? moft 
wretched moments of my life. The lofs of a wife Whom I 
loved inexpreflibly, drove me forth into the wide world. I 
fled the place where my repofe was buried tor ever—whence 
angels had claimed a fifter’s prefence among themfelves. Ah! 
the place I could fly, but the image of my Frederica followed 
me every where, and’ only in death, when I fhall prefs the 
original again to my bofom, will it forfake me. 

‘Tis become a matter of indifpenfible neceflity to my 
heart tobe always talking or writing of her. The hope of 
allaying my anguifh has placed the pen inmy hand—but the 
form of my beloved wife hovers over the paper; I knownot 
what I fhall write, yet I fee plainly it will be only of ber. 

Ye, who have hearts capable of fympathy !—Ye, who 
have fometimes dropped a tear at the reprefentation of my 
dramas | if ever I acquired merit in your eyes, reward it by 
weeping with me for my beloved Frederica!—Or at leaft 
pare your cenfures if you take this book into your hands, and 
perhaps do not find in it-what you feek. Indulge me with 
Writing of her !—fpurn me not if even the remoteft objeé itill 

rings me infenfibly to her !—Heaven preferve ye all from 
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experiencing a like affliction! yet if evera fimilar fate fhould 
be your’s, ye fhall not intreatmy compaflion in vain. 

Every hufband who at this moment ftill poffeffes his be. 
loved wife, who can itill clafp her afleétionately to his bofom, 
when he reads this and thanks God for the blefling yet {pared 
him, I afk not tears of him-—yet even he may furely pity me! 
—But ye, whom a fimilarity of fate draws nearerto me! ye 
who have loft a hufband or wife, who are not yet forgotten, 
let us weep together! we are brethren! To fuchI make no 
excufe for writing a book folely for my felf and a few friends, 
a book to relieve a wounded heart. 

I will at fume time ereét the faireft monument I can to 
my Frederica, but not here !—At prefent I am unequal tothe 
talk. When my mind is fomewhat more compofed, I will 
write the hiftory of our love and of our marriage. Whata 
moment will it be for fucha heart as her’s when I draw afide 
tye veil that medefty threw over all her virtues—Oh, fhe was 
fo truly, fo inexprefhbly good, not from cold reafoning and 
principle; ‘but: from the overflowings of a warm -and aflec- 
tionate heart! Her feelings were always noble, for there was 
not a place in her bofom that could harbour an. ignoble 
thoughts Her heart and hand were ever open to the relief 
of diflrefs; fhe gave freely, and always as one human being 
{hould give to another, as though it had been to a brother or 
a fifler. 

It was only laft {pring that on the firh of April Iin- 
dulged myfelf ina jake, which ended in {till farther proving 
her benevolence. I wrote her anill-{pelt, illiterate letter, as 
from.a poor widow living in a remote part of the town, with 
two half-naked children, and no bed to lie on, and who, hev- 
ing heard of her goodnefs, implored her afliftance. The day 
was cold and windy, yet my Frederica ordered the carriage to 
be got ready immediately, and looking out fome clothes and 
linen, fet off for the place. 1 had run thither before ;—l faw 
the carriage coming, but as it drew up to a houfe in the fub- 
urbs, I began to be afraid my trick was difcovered. Ohno! 
{he only-ftopped to buy fome rolls for the hungry children, 
and with thete, her bundle of linen, and two roubies in her 
hand, fhe proceeded to the houie pointed out, where I met 
her. She was lefs angry at my boyiih levity, than concerned 
that fhe was difappointed at doing a good aétion. Yet in the 
eyes of God it was performed !—Ouk never will the firfl of 
April return without bringing tears into my eyes !—And this 
wes only one inflance out of ten-thouland !—Such a wile 
have pofleffed! fuch a wite I nave ioii! 

You, 
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You, my cherifhed friends and acquaintance! You, to 
whom I have been able to write nothing but my wife is dead ! 
You will receive this book with candour and kindnefs, fince 
it will tell you what, and where I have been, ever fince fate, 
whileit {pared my life, robbed me of all that made life va- 
luable!—Alas! I once thought that I had loft my greateft 
treafure when I loft my health !—Oh how was I miftaken! 
Even in the horrible winter of 1788, when I laboured under 
fuch fevere bodily fuffcring, {till with my Frederica by my 
fide I tated the foothing confolation of domettic joy, not to 
be purchafed, bywealth or honours. For my’ fake fhe re- 
nounced all company, all diverfions, and confidered it as no 
factifice to confine herfelf entirely to my fick chamber. If 
then ] was but for a few minutes free from anguith, how fe- 
rene was my foul! how deeply did I feel that all other hap- 
pinefs is poor and weak when compared with wedded happi- 
nels! One kifs from my wife, one preffure of her hand, made 
even my moft naufeous medicines {weet. 

Thus was fhe my fole fupport, when I was loft to every 
thing elfe; and now I could again have enjoyed life with her 
asformerly, now fhe is no more !—But fhe was perhaps only 
a protecting angel fent to {ave me—her errand is accomplifhed 
and fhe is returned to her blefl abode—yet the ftill hovers in- 
viibly over me !—we fhall one day be re-united !—Oh fweet’ 
felf-flatery, forfake me not! inthis hope aldne can I find a 
balfam for my wounds, 

Iknow not by what name to call thefe effufions of my 
heart. . This fhould be a preface—but what refemblance does 
tbeartoa preface? No matter! it fpeaks of my Frederica 
and my bofom is relieved ! 

It was my defign to ftate to thee, compaffionate reader, 


. what thou wert to expeét in this book. ‘Tis a tour to Paris, 


yet has it no refemblance to the common mafs of tours, fince 
I faw nothing but my loft wife !—fhe followed me every 
where !—fhe then muft be almoft my fole theme! 

Yes, I was for a while an inhabitant of Paris, but of Pa- 
ns I knew very little. The principal occurrences during my 
fay there, J have noted down in the form of ajournal. This 
‘mployment has foothed my wounded mind ; it has enabled 
me to fhed tears, when my foul wanted fuch relief. When 

thought that beneficent fource exhaufted, I fat down to 
write, and it flowed again. My objeét is attaincd! my def- 
Pair has fubfided into acalm and gentle forrow ! j 

a AUGUSTUS VON KOTZEBUE. 

ans, January.4, 1791, 
3 P 32 Interefling 
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Interefting Particulars relative to Fapan, by M. Titfingh, 
late Ambaffador to the Emperors of China and Fapan, 


(Concluded from Page 385.) 


F the different orders of the ftate in Japan that of the 
foldier is the firft and the moft efteemed. Next in 
honour to the foldier ranks the agriculturift. The occupa. 
tion of a merchant 1s even defpifed. The Emperor enjoysin 
this empire an exclufive monopoly ; he alone carries on all 
trade, and receives all the profits arifing from it. The fo. 
reign commerce, however, is not fo confiderable as might be 
expeéted ; for the foil of Japan is fufficiently fertile to pro. 
duce in abundance almoft all the neceflaries of life; and 
whatever is wanting is imported from China in exchange for 
the fkins of fea-otters and blue foxes. The Dutch fupply 
the Japanefe with articles of luxury, which are bought only 
by the rich. They fend for this purpofe annually one, two, 
and but very rarely three, fhips laden with fuch European 
goods as are in requeft in Japan, and which had been com- 
miffioned the preceding year: as foon as thefe {hips arrive 
at Nangafaki, they are unloaded by Japanefe, and the cargo 
depofited at the Emperor’s expence in the public magazines, 
The accounts being fettled, and an eftimation made of the va- 
Jue of the goods, the Dutch fhips are immediately freighted 
with a cargo of the produce of the country, and fet fal 
homewards. 

On this occafion the Dutch every yeat fend, and that only 
for that year, an envoy tothe imperial court, who is thereen- 
tertained at the Emperor’s expence, and enjoys all the ho- 
nours and diftin@ion of aman who has an annual income of 
10,000 kopans. And other Dutchmen alfo refide whole 
years in Japan; fome even fettle there for life, form good 
acquaintances, and are well received at court. The Dutch 
are the only European nation which can boaft of thefe privi- 
leges; the intercourfe with them is become habitual, and éven 
almolt indifpenfable, to the Japanefe. Of the languages of 
Europe, the Dutch is likewife the only one which the na- 
tives of Japan underftand, and partly even {peak For 
thefe reafons, it will not be eafy for any other commercial 
nation to gain ‘a footing there ; as the Dutch would not fail to 
employ fome of the numerous means, which are at theit 
command, to rid themfelves of intruders and competitors: 
Titfingh indeed affured our author, that the Dutch derived but 
little advantage from their trade with Japan; but og 
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bable, that he here {poke as a Dutchman, who, by his office 
and duty, was bound to watch over, and promote the interelts 
of hiscountry. According to his affertion, the only articles 
on which his countrymen gain, are copper and camphor: 
the firft of thefe is furnifhed folely by the Emperor, who, as 
it would feem, lofes by it. The ¢aé/ of camphor cofts him 
about 25 Aopans*, and yet he fells it to the Dutch Eaft-India 
Company at the low priceof 4 hopans. Butthen,to indem- 
nify and reimburfe him for fo difadvantageous a traffic, he 
receives the European articles of merchandize much below 
their real value. 

Titfingh once tried to prove tothe Emperor, how inequi- 
table this manner of dealing was; he endeavoured to demon- 
ftrate, that it would conduce to the advantage of both, if 
each of the contra¢ting parties paid the ufual market-price. 
But he preached to deaf ears, and received this anfwer: “ So 
fora long time has it been; and fo fhall it remain.” In the 
year 1772, however, he had the good fortune by his prudent 
management to procure a confiderable advantage for his em- 
ployers, and to raife the price of the goods imported from 
fifty to ahundred, at which rate they are purchafed to this 
hour. He conjeétured (or perhaps knew) that, on account 
of the war, the government of Batavia would not fend that 
year any fhips to Japan with the cuftomary cargo. This cir- 
cumftance Titfingh had the addrefs to turn to the advantage 
of the Eaft-India Company. He declared to the Emperor, 
that his countrymen had determined entirely to relinquifh a 
trafic fo unproduftive, and atthe fame time fo expenfive. 
Chance here favoured him, and feemed to confirm the decla- 
ration he.had hazarded ; for no Dutch thip that year entered 
the port of Nangafaki. This induced the Emperor of his 
own accord to raife in the manner above-mentioned the price 
of the goods imported by the Dutch. Asthe Emperor reim- 
burfes himfelf by raifing the price ina like proportion on 
the confumer, and ftill gains from 5 to 60@ per cent. on fo- 
reign commodities, he is no great lofer on the whole: but 
this has occafioned a great increafe of fmuggling, by which 
the Dutch officers and failors acquire confiderable fums. 

One of the moft produftive articles for the Japanefe mar- 
ket was difcovered by accident. The furgeon of a Dutch 
thip brought with him to Nangafakithe horn of a fea-unicorn 


withno other view than merely as an objeét of curiofity. 
As 


* The collective name of a Japanefe coin eftimated to be equi- 
Valent to 30 francs, 
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As foon as the Japanefe faw it, they offered a very high price 
for it. The cunning fon of Afculapius fecretly inquired to 
what ufe they applied this fo highly prized commodity; 
then fawed his horn into feveral equal parts weighing one 
pound, and fold each of them at the rate of 100 hopans, 
This having excited in others a wifh to enrich themfelves in 
the fame manner, they procured ftmilar horns from Europe; 
and by their competition greatly lowered the price, whichis 
however ftill very confiderable ; as the Japanefe confume 
great quantities of this article, from which they prepare the 
above-mentioned antidotal powder againft ebriety. Of the 
manner of preparing it Titfrngh either could not, or would 
not, give any information; neither did he know, whether the 
horn of the fea-unicorn beas effeétual an antidote againft the 
effeéis of the intoxicating liquors ufually drunken in Europe. 
If no other ingredient be ufed in the compofition of the 
powder, experiments might eafily be made to clear upall 
doubt relative to this circumftance. 

Only one or two gold mines are worked in Japan; but 
then thefe are very rich and produétive, yielding picces of 
pure gold of the fize of ahorfe’s head. In this ftate the gold 
is dug out of the ground, and, without undergoing any fur. 
ther procefs or purification, tranfported to a flrong caftle, 
where it is preferved in fubterraneous vaults, till troublefome 
times render the coining of it neceflary. ‘Titfingh poffefles 
{fo complete a colleétion of Japanefe coins, that they reach 
back to the commencement of the prefent epoch, 2. ¢. 600 
years before the birth of Chrift. He poffeffes fome, which 
he believes to be {till more ancient; they arcall of goldor 
copper; for filver is in Japan confidered only as an article of 
commerce. The largeft coin in his collc&tion is of an oval 
form, about 6 inches long, 34 broad, and 2 lines in thicknefs, 
and milled on the edges like our European coins. It confifs 
of the pureft gold, and Titfingh eflimates its intrinfic valueat 
about 300° francs. ‘There are other more ancient ¢oins in 
Japan of fo great rarity, that they are purchafed by amateurs 
at the hizh price of from 4 to 500 hopans. Titlingh pof- 
fefles feveral of thefe, and likewife another curiofity relative 
hereto, viz. a large Japanefe book, in which all the coms 
from the time of the firft Dairt are,reprefented. In his copy 
a Dutch tranflation and feveral interefling remarks, ‘very 
beautifully written by the hand of the father-in-law of the 
Emperor himfelf, are adjoined to cach article. 

Titfingh’s co}lettion of Japanefe cyriofities may ferve to 
five us an idea of the degree of perfeétion which arts and 
9 iciences 
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fciences have attained in Japan. To this colle&tion, among 
others, belongs a botanical work in two large volumes, excel 
jently bound, ornamented on the covers with mother-of-pearl 
and tortoife-fhell, and inclofed in a cafe of precious wood. 
Each leaf {of the moft beautiful filk-paper) contains the 
figures of feveral plants of different kinds, coloured after na- 
ture. Stalks, flowers, fruits, roots, and, in fhort, every thing 
to the minutelt fibres, are painted with fuch fkill, and fo na- 
turally ‘reprefented, that one istempted to touch them to 
prove, whether the plants themfclves be not cemented to the 
paper. Under each plant is an infcription beautifully written, 
indicating its name and properties. The whole was executed 
by aJapanefe lady, the wife of the Emperor’s firft phyfician, 
who made a prefent of it to the prefent polieffor, The 
plants, however, are not arranged accordingt any Syllem we 
are acquainted with; and the parts of fruétification of alt 
are not reprefented, but only of fuch where the pofition of 
the plants rendered them apparent: but there are no repre- 
fentations and magnified figures of the feparate fexual 
parts. 

Another of his curiofities is a very large map of the three 
Japanefe iflands, which, and efpecially the fecond, are of 
greater extent than we ufually aflign to them, and whole 
coafls have not quite the fame direétion as on our maps. 
The chief points of the iflands are laid down according to 
the fame principles as our European. The different pro- 
vinces are diftinguifhed by a different colouring, and the 
namesthereof, and of the chief places, are inferted below, 
withnumbers: referring to the map, and to a circumflantial 
defeription, which is likewife in the pofleffion of Tit- 
fingh. This map was drawn by the natives of Japan. 

_ Athird curiofity is a plan of the city of Nangafaki and 
itsenvirons, fo well laid down and finifhed by an engineer in 
the fervice of the Emperor of Japan, that no European 
could make it better. 

Titfingh likewife poffeffes an illumined reprefentation of 
avolcano, by whofe la eruption more than three hundred 
thoufand human beings loft their lives. The pidture of the 
eruption has been very happily executed by the Japanele 
ault. Between the flames on the middle declivity of the 
mountain a caltle is feen, which has fuffered as little as its 
immediately adjoining vicinity, which is ftill covered with 
green trees, 

Even admitting that the diflinguifhed favour he enjoyed at 
the Emperor’s court, and bis long refidence in the country, 

may, 
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may, perhaps, havetoo much prepoffeffed Titfingh in favoy; 
of Japan; yet, the appearance of his work cannot but be 
expeéted with impatience. Criticifm will then feparat 
from it whatever cannot ftand the teft, and the intelligent will 
find init frefh materials to remove the ob{curity which fil] 
envelopes that empire, our knowledge of which is ftill fo 
limited. 





Defcription of the Mountain and Grotto of Paufilypo, and 
the Sepulchre of Virgil, &c. 


By R, Fressairn, Landfcape Painter. 


OUNT Panfilypo is fituated in the neighbourhood of 
Naples, and forms part of the Bay. It is richly di. 
verfified with vineyards and gardens, and its banks orna 
mented with palaces and villas belonging to the nobility and 
other opulent inhabitants of that city. From the fummitof 
this promontary the view becomes extremely interefting, 
by the varied objeéts which compofe the vaft amphitheatre. 
Vefuvius, on the oppofite fhore, affords a moft magni- 
ficent appearance ; andalthough more than fix miles diftant, 
the ferenity of the atmofphere is fuch, that every obje 
is feen delineated_with the moft perfeét precifion. This 
mountain abounds in vineyards, from which excellent wines 
are made, and particularly that which is known by the name 
of Lachryme Chrifli. The heat produced by the fub- 
terraneous fire, and the peculiar form of Vefuvius, mucb 
expofed to the rays of the fun, it is conjeftured are the 
caufes that the grape acquires that delicious flavour for which 
it is fo juftly efteemed. 

The numerous torrents of lava which have at diftant pe- 
riods rolled down the fides of this beautiful mountain, pro- 
ducing fuch devaflation among its fylvan fcenery, and de 
ftroying many cities with their inhabitants, are, notwith. 


ftanding, to this day remarkable for their uncommon fertility. « 


In oppofition to thofe dreadful remains of volcanic erup- 
tions, a pleafing contraft is felt in viewing the many chearful 
towns and villas of the nobility, which at prefent ornament 
this fpot. Such fcenes, decorated with trees in full luxur- 
ance, with extenfive vineyards, and gardens that produce aa 
exuberance of the moft delicious fruits, give rife toa com- 
bination of ideas in the mind, which cannot eafily be 


def{cribed. 
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The celebrated grotto of Paufilypo is an excavation of 
confiderable magnitude, cut through a mountain of that 
name for the more convenient paffage from Naples to Poz- 
oli, Baia, Cuma, &c. By many of the fuperftitious in- 
habitants this fubterraneous paflage is thought to have been 
eflefted by the magic powers of Virgil. 

Among many of the Neapolitans, this rare genius is held 
inhigher eftimation for his fuppofed knowledge in necro- 
mancy, than for the honour he has acquired in producing 
the Aeneid. On the brow of this mount, and near to the 
grotto, are yet to be feen the ruins of Virgil’s tomb ; it is 
inconfiderable in magnitude, but the fituation is delightful ; 
the exterior form is circular, the infide a fquare chamber 
with niches, and had formerly been arched over. 

The entrance into the Paufilypan grotto is fingularly 
grand; a vaft arch of confiderable height, cut through the 
folid rock, is fufficiently wide to admit of two carriages to 
pafs with the utmoft convenience. The road is perfeétly 
flat and well paved. Toward the centre the arch is much 
lower ; and as it is extremely dark, a {mall chapel is ere&ted 
about mid-way, and conftantly attended by a hermit, who 
keeps a light continually burning. There are, alfo, two 
apertures cut obliquely through the roof of the grotto, which 
admit a glimmering light and frefh air. The excavation 
through the mountain is above one third of a mile in length. 

In paffing this place at night in a carriage, it is cuftomary 
to take torches to prevent accidents; but as mary of the 
Neapolitans do not choofe to incur this expence, they ule 
particular figns, which anfwer the purpofe fully as well. 

The moment they enter the grotto, one bawls out as loud as 
he can, Alla marino (tothe fea,) the other at the oppofite 
entrance, if within hearing, anfwers with his Cyclopean 
voice, Alla montagna (to the mountain,) at the fame time 
driving full {peed, and roaring like fome of Milton’s devils. 
What with the obfcurity of the place, the rattling of the 
carriage wheels, and the unceafing din of the Neapolitan 
drivers, one feels a fenfation as if approaching the infernal 
regions, 

It is not improbable that this place ferved originally as 
quarry of ftone to fupply the building of Naples, and that 
after penetrating fome confiderable way into the mountain, 
the idea might naturally occur to the inhabitants of making 
2 paflage entirely through. A convenience ef much benefit 
and utility to the neighbouring cities. 


Vou. XXXV, 39 Many 
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* Many Italian @othors affert, that this ftupendous under. 
taking was executed’ ander the direftion of ‘the celebrated 
itchiteR Cocceius, wlio employed 100,000 men, and com. 
pleted it in fifteen days. That number would appear to be 
exaggerated, and it is not eafy to conceive how fo many jn. 
dividuals could be occupied in an operation fo confined. 
However, it-certainly muft have been a work of great labour 
and difficulty, as appears from its immenfe magnitude, 





2 of Prefenis to Lord Nelfon for his Services in the 
” Mediterranean, between Oétober, 1798, and Odtober; 


1799- 


4 ROM his King and country,a Peerage of Great : 
Britain, and the gold medal. : 
From the Parliament of Great Britain, for his own £. 
life, andtwo next heirs, per annum ° 2000 
From the Parliament of Ireland, not exaétly known, 
but fuppofed to be.the fame as given to Ear! St. 
Vincent, and Lord Duncan, per annum - 1000 
Irom the Eaft India Company 10000 
From thc Turkey Company, a piece of plate of great 
value. 
Prom Alexander Davidfon, Efq. a gold medal. 
From the city of London, a fword of great value. 
From the Captains who ferved under his orders in the 
battle of the Nile, a fword. 
From the Grand Signior, a diamond aigrette, or plume 


of triumph, valued at . - - 2000 
From the fame, arich pelice, valued at . 1000 
From the Grand Signiox’s mother, a rofe fet with 

diamonds, valued at ‘ a a 1000 
From the Emperor of Ruffia, a moft elegant letter, 

anda box fet with diamonds, value = 2500 


From the King of the Two Sicilies, a moft clegant 
and, kind letter, and a. fword richly. ornamented 


with diamonds J - - §000 
Allo the Dukedom of Bronti, with an ‘eftate fup- 
' pofed per annum © ~ - 3009 
From the King of aa a moft elegant letter, and 


abox fet with afarnond = b i. 1200 
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From the ifland of Zante, a gold headed {word and.cane as 

an acknowledgment, that had it not been for the battle of 
the Nile, they could not have been liberated from Frengh 
cruelty. ae 

From the city of Palermo, a gold box and chain, prefented 
ona filver waiter. Alfothe freedom of the city of Pe. 
Jermo, which conititutes a Grandee of Spain. 





THE SYLPH; 
OR, ws 


Tus HISTORY or SOPHIA MERTON. 
(Concluded from Page 392.) 


URING the very fingular tranfaétions the fyIph has 

juft related, Mr. Dorrel arrived in Mellford: He had 
found the image of Sophia Merton perpetually recurring to 
his imagination, and refolyed on immediately offering her his 
hand; but, on coming again to Mellford, was furprized to 
perceive that another cloud of vexation, which he could not 
develope, hung over her fpirits. He therefore contented 
himfelf with paying her great attention during his flay, and 
departed without declaring his fentiments. Mr. Dorreél 
‘however had not left Mellford many miles behind him, ere he 
determined to fix on fome method to afcertain immediately, 
whether Mifs Merton was or was not difengaged. 


AFRIENDLY CONVERSATION, AND AN ACCEPTED LOVER. 


Lucy Vernon came one morning to chat a few hours with 
her friend, and the converfation falling on the late events 
reipecting Sophia’s lovers, the following dialogue took 
place :— 

« . 

And you are refolved, Sophia, not to receive Maxfield 
when he repents 2?” 

‘ . 

“ Certainly I am.” 

, You have no ferious thoughts of Everard I prefume ?” 

T : ’ 

, None in the world.” 

’ Pray what do you think of Doirel? perhaps you have 
mase an impreflion on his heart.” 

‘ Think of Dorrel, Lucy ! what fignifies what I think ? 
: lieve he never thinks of me; thcre are none in my train 

alt {9 pleafant,” 


* Tell 
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““ Tell me fincerely, Sophia, if Dorrel was to declan 
himfelf your lover,’ would you facrifice him to Ma. 
“field ?” 
Undoubtedly I fhould not ; but what do you mean ?” 
* That’s what I mean ; (toffing | her a letter juft received 
“fromm Dorrel, in which be begged his friend’ Milfs Vernon to 
inform him whether Sophia was at liberty or not;) now 
what am I to anfwer ?”’ 
Why really, Lucy, I don’t know, I cannot fay; you 
know, Iam not engaged,” 
Enough, I am fatisfied,”” 


Lucy wrote tothe anxious Dorre!, and informed him tha 
to her knowledge her triend was difengaged ; and he imme. 
diately haftened to throw himfelf at her feet, and received, 
with exultation, her permiffion to confider himfelf as her 
lover. Dorrel lof no time, but applied to the guardians of 

_ Mails Merton for their approbation ; and as they accepted his 

_ offers, he now vifited Sophia in the chara&ter of ‘one who wa 
fhortly to become her hufband, and fpent as much time ia 
Mellford as he conveniently could. 

The purple winged Auri had perceived that Sophia was 
- partial to Dorrel, and he judged it a proper choice ; anda 
“there exifled many reafons why a marriage fo early i in life 
was not imprudent in his ward, he had not oppofed her par 
tiality ; yet he beheld her with fome regret, exchanging the 
pleafures of youth at foearly a period, for the cares that attend 
inthe trainof Hymen: but her faithful fylph, repreffing ths 
his regret, prepared the mind of his fair charge for the flae 
fhe was now {erioufly about to enter. 

Lucy Vernon was onthe eye of becoming a wife alfa, 
being engaged to a gentieman who had long fought to gam 
her affections. The fteady  Abariel, her guardian gens, 
who had long debated whether he fhould fix her in a -fingle 
‘flate, or incline her heart to-marriage, had ultimately refolved 

on the later. The lovely Ch arlotte Prefcott’ was alfo a4- 
drefied by a lover, who began to be fuccefsful in his fuit, and 
to whom our fair: friends, and their admirers, a&ted as col 
fidants ; and the fweet Maria Danvers was preparing togivt 
her hand, where her heart had long been giv en. So thatthe 
cuci¢s of Melliford were threatened with the lofs of four of 
their reigning belles at the fame moment ; their luftre hov- 
ever, Jike that af expiring tapers, was brighteft at the clole, 
for their lovers, cager to entertain them, were perpetually 


planning parties fur their amulement; and gave, for a thort 
time, 
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time, additional fpirit to the affemblies, routs, and pro~ 


menades. 
AN ILL-TIMED DECLARATION. 

A hort time before the nuptials of Sophia fhe was invited 
to join a large party, who propofed f{pending an afternoon in 
fome delightful public gardens, a few miles diftant. Mr. 
Dorrel was not at that time in Mellford, confequently did not 
attend. Everard was one of the company, and paid particular 
attention to Sophia the whole afternoon; he took every op- 
portunity to engage her in convérfation as they rambled from 
walk to walk ;>and my ward could not but obferve, that he 
appeared anxivus to {peak to her of fomething which feemed 
tooccupy his whole foul: and the judged it proper to afford 
him an opportunity of explaining himfelf, that fhe might at 
once let him know fhe was ferioufly engaged to Mr. Dorrel. 
How flrange that Everard, after following Mifs Merton 
almoft from her childhood, and lofing fo many occafions of 
declaring his fentiments, fhould. now, in the midft of a large 
company, eagerly feek an opportunity of making fucha de- 
claration, when her hand was engaged to another! OF this 
Jatter cucumftance, however, be perhaps entertained fome 
doubts, but the report of her intended marriage having 
alarmed him, he might have refolved to know at once 
whether he could entertain any hopes of {ucceeding in his 
plans. 

-. Towards the conclufion of the day Everard was feated by 
the fide of Sophia, ina large circle of the company, the 
gentleman on her other hand happened to be fomtewhat deaf, 
andthe lady next to him earneftiy engaged in converfation. 
It was thie moment which Everard chofe to declare to my 
ward, in pofitive terms, his attachment and his love, and to 
make her an offer of his heart. He was fure, he obferved, 
that bisafle&tion cou'd not have been unobfervedby her ; had 
theever feen him behave in a fimilar manner toany other lady ? 
Sophia replied, that fhe had never particularly noticed his 
conduét to other ladies, but was really furprifed any gentle- 
man thould think of addrefling fuch a declaration as he had 
jull made, to a perfon in the predicament in which fhe Nood. 

What predicamen: ?” he afked, “* With refpe& to Mr. 
Dorrel,” was her anfwer. Chagrin took poffefion of 
Everard’s features ; he told her he knew not fhe was en- 
gaged ; the world had talked of feveral lovers; he was igno- 


rant of her accepting Mi. Dorrel, &c, But his mind being 
fow worked up to a veiy high pitch of vexation, he added, he 
fuppofed 
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JSuppoled the would relate what had pafled to that gentlemang 
it fhe fo pleafed, he himfelf was ready to abide every Cone 
fequence. My ward, angry at the fuppofition that the could 
think of involving two men, who profeffed to love her, in 
a quarrel, only replied, with an air of difpleafure, Was x 
poflible he thought her capable of fuch conduét ? 

The party foon after broke up, and Everard attended 
Sophia to the carriage, muttering, in alow voice, his unhap- 
pinefs and chagrin ; and then mounting his horfe, returned to 
Mellford, heartily vexed at the mannerin which his {chemes 
with refpeft to Sophia Merton had concluded. 


. A MARRIAGE. 
Mifs Merton having completed her nineteenth year, foon 
after gave her hand to Mr. Dorrel, and removed to a fitua- 
tion far diftant from Mellford, and all the fcenes of the fore. 
going hiftory. The faithful Auriattended her to the altar of 
Hy men, and‘ then refigned his charge to the ftern Zerubal, 
‘appointed to be her guide through the thorny paths fhe was 
“about to enter; then, returning to the erial "paldée of the 
sired of his race, gave an account of his guardianfhip, and 

sceived his commands for new cares in the fervice of the 

air. 

CONCLUSION. 

And now, tiny fweet pupils, Auri has compleated the tak 
he impofed on himfelf at the commencement of this work. 
The chill winds of winter have twice exhaufted their fury 
on the carth, {pring has peeped forth with fmiles, furpmer 
has enlivened all nature, and autumn reminded the fair of 
declining life fince his recital was begun. You have found 
imit no romantic fentiments, or incidents of fingular impro- 
bability, but it has deferibed to you real charaéter, nature, 
and truth. . Bf you have ‘reaped from the labours of the 
fy!ph fome innocent amufement, and even a fmall degree of 
inflru&tion; the end for which it was written has been 
anfwered. Farewell } 


On the HISTORICAL ORIGIN of the FEAST. of 
PURIM. 





rou 
| HE jewith feat of Purim was fo named (we are told, 


she £ 


Efther ix. 26,) from the word pur, a lot, and, fignifiés 
feaft of lots ; a derivation not very fatisfaétory. It was 
ebrated yearly on the t4th and 15th Adar (ix. 22,) thats, 
in 
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inthe Wevinning of March. The book of Efther was then 
read’aloud in the fynagogues; and, at the mention of Ha~ 
man’s name, the audience* ufually expreffed their abhor- 
rence, by ftriking with their hands on the benches and 
boards. After this a€t of worlhip, the viands of hofpitality 
were diftributed. From the whole ritual it may be inferred, 
that the later Jews derived their notions of this feftival 
merely from the book of Efther. 

From the ninth chapter‘of this book, it appears (ver. 1—6,) 
that on the 13th Adar the Jews, by order of the King of 
Perfia, gathered together in the cities throughout all the pro- 
vinces of the empire, to lay hands on fuch as fought their 
hurt; that no man could withitand them, as all the rulers of 
the provinces, the lieutenants, deputies, and officers of the 
King;helped the Jews ; that the Jews fmote all their enemies 
with the ftroke of the fword, afd flaughter, and defiruétion ; 
and that in Shufhan alone the Jews flew and deflroyed five 
hundred men. - This feftival then was the annual commemo- 
ration of fome extenfive maffacre patronized by the fovereign 
of Perfia. 

Uther fuppofes that this Perfian fovereign, this Ahafucrus, 
was Darius the fon of Hyftafpes; which is the more pro- 
bable, as Darius in fa& divorced his firft wife, the daughte: 
of Gobryas (Herodot. Polymnia, 2,) in favour of Aroffa or 
Hadaflah, the daughter of Cyrus, and the mother of Xerxes, 
to whom perhaps Efther (ii. v. 7,) was nurfe or handmiaid. 
Now Darius alone, of all the Perfian Kings, was, in faét, the 
author of avery extenfive maffacre (Thalia 79,) and folemnly 
ordained its yearly celebration. 

Darius 1. is called Ahafucrus alfo in Ezra (iv. 6,) by a 
patronymic (Daniel ix. 1) metonomy. So Haman is mar- 
thalled (Efther i. 14,) by the name Amadath or Adnsatha, 
which was (iii. 1) his father’s name. The Intaphernes of 
Grecian is probably the Haman of the Jewifh hiftory. 
‘arly in the reign of Darius, and under a pretext of vio- 
lating the King’s domeftic privacy, Intaphernes, with all lis 
fons, were put to death (Herodot. Thalia 118 and 119.) 
Thefe very circumftances are related of Hartan (lfther 
vi. 8. andix. 25.) 

The Jews on this very occafion were onthe fide of power: 
Arioch, chieftain (Judith 1.6) of the Elamites, a Jewith clan 
(Nehemiah vii. 12,) was intrufted with the execution of thts 
“vere meafure (Danjei it. 14 and 15,) and is known to have 


OWEN 


* Gedwin’s Mofes and Aaron, p. 138. 
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been on courteous terms with Daniel, and to have cop. 
certed with him (v.24) various exemptions from the pro. 
{fcription. The Jews, therefore, were confulted and em. 
ployed by Darius, and the other authors of the carnage. The 
idolatrous priefthood, often calied Chaldeans (Daniel ii, 10, 
and Herodot. Clio, 181,) but fometimes Mages, who had en. 
couraged the Babylomans to fupport the claims firk of 
Smerdis, then of fome younger defcendant of Cyrus, in op. 
pofition to Darius, were the chief fuflerers ; as the Perfian 
hiftorians afcribe an univerfal perfecution of this prieftly 
order under Darius (Univerfal Hiftory, v. 399,) to the in. 
fluence of Zerdufht and his fe&t, with whofe opinions thofe 
of the Jews were evidently ina natural alliance. The quar. 
rels of the fire-worfhippers and idolaters in Perfia clofely re. 
fembled thofe of the Monotheiits and Polytheifts under the 
Kingsof Ifrael and Judah. 

The Magophonia, therefore, (for fo Herodotus calls this 
decd of blood,) is the event commemorated by the Jews in 
their yearly feaft of Purim. 


SKETCH of the CHARACTER ef KING ALFRED, 





LFRED was one of the moft remarkable men recorded 

in the hiftory of the world. Learned in an unfettered 

age; humane and compaffionate amidii the din of arms; a 

hero of matchlefs courage, yet willing rather to narrow than 

ambitious to extend his power; tempciate, mild, and jut, 

when thefe virtues had f{carcely a name among his contem- 

poraries—Alfred ftands recorded asthe inftruétor of his age 
and country, and the friend of the human race. 

When all men were ready from the hiftory of early tunes, 
to conclude that the virtues dwelt not with princes, the 
commanded the exiftence of an Alfred, and a plealing 
aftontthment feized every mind. 

The formation of fuchacharaéer as Alfred, in fuch times, 
and under fuch circumftances as thofe were in which be 
lived, is a fingular and ftriking phenomenon, which we re 
commend to the fludy of thofe who maintain that man }s 
compofed of-paflive atoms, which fimply receive the im. 
preflion, and obey the impulfe of the matter which furrounds 


them. 
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PROPER TREATMENT ef FRENCH HYPOCRISY. 


Chinefe Mandarin paid a vifit to a friend at Paris, at the 

time when Paris was confidered as the feat of polite- 
nefs. His well bred hoft, on the firft evening of his arrival, 
gave him a handfome fupper, lodged him in the beft bed- 
chamber, and when he wifhed him a good night, amongft other 
civil things, faid he hoped the Mandarin would, during his 
flay at Paris, confider that houfe as his own. Early the next 
morning the polite Parifian was awakened by the found 
of loud hammering in the Mandarin’s bed-chamber; on ene 
tering the room, he found the Mandarin and fome mafons 
hard at work, throwing down the walls of his houfe. “* You 
rafcals,are you mad?”’ exclaimed the Frenchman,to the ma- 
fons. “ Not at all, my dear friend,” replied the Chinefe 
man, foberly. “* I fet the poor fellows to work: This room 
was too {mall for my tafte; you fee I have lof no time in 
availing myfelf of your goodnefs. Did not you defire me 
: ufe this houfe as if 2¢ were my own, during my flay in 

aris 2 








Anjwer, by R, Thomas, of Exeter,to P, Ninnts’s Charad>. 
enferted March 10, 


WORD-KNOT’s the ornament I ween, 
Which in your charade may be feen. 
God grant the {word may foon be theath’d, 
And Britons be from war reliev’d! 
*2* We have received the like anfwer from T. Whicker 
and W. Harris, Jun. of Exeter; J. King, ot Kingtbridge 
and J. Field; of Staverton. i 





ese 





Anfwer, by a Conflant Reader, to J. Gidley’s Rebus, inferted 
March 17. 


ALLET’s the poet whom your rebus nam’d: 
In Englith poetry he is well fam'd. 


te We have received the like anfwer from C. N. of the 
Royal Miners; W. Harris, jun. P. Gove, and T. Whicke: 
of Exeter; T. Jarvis, of Ma!bor ugh; Juventus, of Truro: 
and J. Field, of Staverton. . . 


VoL. XXXV, SR QUES 
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A QUESTION, by W. W. of Dunfler. 


HE latite ide of London is 51° 32’, the lat. of York, 

53° 59’ welt long, 01° 01°, the lat.of Dunfter, 51° 10! 
Weft, long. 9° 45’. Required the diftance of York and 
Dunfter from London,and the diftance of Dunfter from 
the city of York, admitting the circumference of the earthto 
be 25,020 miles. Alfo let it be fuppofed that Lunardi {when 


in purfuit of riches and honour in the aerral regions) had 
afcended in a balloon from a certain part of the kingdom, 
equally diftant from the above mentioned three places, to 
fucha height as jufttofee them. [ft is required to find how 
far the place was from London, &c. whicre he took his per. 
pendicular flight; the height of the balloon; the name of 
the neareft principal town next to the part he afcended trom; 
and laftly, how many feconds a heavy body would take im 
defcending from the balloon to the earth ? 





A CHARADE, éy Y. ef Phillack. 


4 Y firft, charadian gents. muft be deteéted, 
onwk What after Hymen’s bands may be expe@ed; 
My fecond, if you read thefe tines wen care 
Undoubtedly you'll find a ufeful fnare ; 
My whole is a poetic piece ,and I] engage 
*T will foon appear in th’ Entertainer’s page. 


_— — ——e 


A CHARADE, ly R, Withecombe, jun n. of Ba irnflaple, 
EHOLD my firft at night around 


The heavens confpicuous glare ; 
‘one, And for my next fearch Neptune’s womb, 
You'll furely find him there. 

"Vhefe parts produce, conneét them right, 
A well-known bird, kind Kops good night. 


4d 


Ry Oe & Te. atte Soto at Zee tite fe hoe ale poe te ok Be Soaheentls ote : hh ae 
*+* 4 correfpondent requefis Mr, Kean of Barnfaf ble 


to anfwer his rebus, inferted March 19, 1798, no anfwer to 
tt having yet been git m. 
at 
tr re tage of letters muft be pard, or therr contents mt 
eat he 7 e 


POETRY. 
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, ° Z, 7, 
Verfes occafioned by the late melancholy Cataflropne, the 
blowing up of the Queen Charlotte Man of War, a Ship 
. “ie a he oo > 
of 110 Guns, in the Mediterranean, on March 17, 1890, 


HAT mean thofe fhrieks, thofe direfal founds of woe 
That now afiail and firike the aftonith’d ear? 
From whence proceed thofe melancholy founds, 
That fill the heart with forrow and defpair ? 


Heart-rending fighs are borne on every gale, 
The mournful founds re-echo to the land; 

Thecry of ** Fire’? now generally prevails, 
And gazing multitudes now crowd the ftrand. 


Ah! fell to view the awful fight appears ! 
The fhip envelop’d now with imoke and fire ; 
The dreadful blaze increas’d the morning light, 
The vivid flames now to the clouds afpire. 


The dreadfu! ‘hrieks of woe alternate reign, 
And now exploding fhells and cannons roar, 
Whofe dire explofions agitate the main, 
The great concuflion’s felt from thore to fhore. 


Ah wretched crew! your efforts all are vain 
Toquench the torrent of augmenting fire ; 

Alas! it rages with refiftlefs force, 
And numbers now enwrapp’d with flame expire. 


What dreadful pangs muft the expiring fecl ! 
No more their friends and relatives to view 3 
No more with joy they’ll welcome their retern, 

Forbid to take the long, the laft adieu! 


Behold what dreadful fight now opes to view ! 
The ether blackers with the awful {cene ; 
Tremendous thunder fhakes the wide domain* 5 
Her hulk is funk, and not a wreck is feen. 
Il-fated thip ! which late triumphant bore 
Phe conqueror’s flag} unfurl’d acrofs the main 5 
Thy crew the pride of fam'd Britannia’s land, 
The fcourge and dread of Holland, France, and Spain. 


Difaftrous mora! Ohever-mournful day! 
What horror and confufion haft thou fpread ! 


* Alluding to the explofion of the magezine. 
7 ohe carried the flag of Easl Howe at her mizen. 
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The helplefs widow, and the orphan child, 
Will mourn the hufbandand the father dead ! 
ill, Britons! ftill, let generous deeds infpire 
Your he arts, and wipe the tear from milery’s eye; 
Affuas ge the forrows of each fuff’rer’s mind 
By bountcous acts of tadelefs charity. 


Exeter, April 10, 1800, P. GOVE. 


Ce, 
Whe 





For the Weexry ENTERTAINER. 





Addreffed toa Lady of Barnflaple, on her giving a Cordial 
(almojt a Panacea) to the Author, which cured him immt. 
diately of a Painin the Stomach. 


S* good’s your cordial—its effects 
, So wonderoully {ere— 

ne almoft withes to be ill, 

So pleafing is the cure. 


But if, of chat you never tafte, 
Nor any friend—if well, 
May the dear cordial ever reit, 
And ia your cloiet dwell! 


Swimbridze. 
Swimbridg 


Th ORPHANS. 
‘From Bowles’s Coombe Ellen.) 


MIDST the craggs, and fcarce difcern’d fo high, 
A’ Hangs here and there a theep, by its faint bleat 
Diicover’d, whilé the aftonith ’d eve looks ups 
and marks it on the precipice’s s brink 

ick its {cant food fecure: And fares it not 
E: en (0 with you, poor cryhans, ye who climb 
"The rugged pathot life without a friend? 
And over broken cra ggs bear hardly on, 
With palei implering looks, thac feem to fay, 
*- My mother !"’ the is buried, and 2 rett, 
Lid in her grave-cloaths ; and the heart is ftill, 
the only heart that throughout al! the world 
B. sat anxioully for ycu! Oh! yet beat on; 
He who fultains the bleating lamb, fhall feed 
Age comfort you: mean time the heave en’s pure beam, 
hat breaks above the {abic mountain’s brow, 
Lighting, one after one, the funlefs craggs, 
Awakes the blifsful confidence, that here, 
Orin a world where forrow never ¢ JiNe’s 
41) fhall be well! 










































